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JUVENTLE BOOK SUPPLEMENT 


PICTURE BOOKS 


Harper 


Cassal, Lys 
MY CAT & MY DOG $1.00 
Two tiny ohunky books packaged together with a strip of cellophane and bound 

in sturdy board bindings. One deals with a puppy and the delighted small “reader” can 
see the puppy eat, and sleep, and play - and, by riffling the pages, wag his tail. The 
second book is even better as the kitten does more things, and the riffle pages make 
him seem to roll his ball. The cunning pictures- the size of the books- the action 
values will give children lots of fun with these. Printed in two colors. (Publ. ) 


CLASSICS - INEXPENSIVE BOOKS 


Swift, Jonathan Chanticleer Press 
GULLIVER’S TRAVELS IN LILLIPUT $2.50 


Companion volume to a series done in a different way from the usual new edi- 
tions of the classics - the illustrations a combination of photographs and drawings. 
(Other books,-Master Till’s Amazing Pranks and Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland ¥ 
fhe photographs in this instance convey very much the effect that everyone in the aud- 
ience experiences at the end of a puppet show, when the puppet master comes out to make 
his bow and it is he who seems out of scale. With Gulliver in the Lilliput adventure 
(always the children’s favorite) the colored photographs seem convincingly to capture 
just that quality of the immortal story. And yet the conventional approach would find 
it unsuccessful and destructive to the pace of adventure....There are plenty of other 
editions of this story, so have a look before you decide. ‘(Publ.) 


Simon & Schuster 


Moore, Clement C. : 
THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS $.25 

*Little Golden Book edition of the hardy perennial - and a gay and satisfying 
format, richly caparisoned with a holiday feel, with the glitter of tinsel and illustra- 
tions by Christine Malvern in rich, gay tones; turquoise blues, red, greens, and elabor- 
ate design and decoration. Gaudy- but rightfully so. A sure favorite. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5-8) 


Johnson, Gyneth Devin-Adair 
HOW THE DONKEYS CAME TO HAITI $2.50 


Twelve Haitiian folk tales are here retold with much of the idiomatic and melod- 
ic expression of the native speech, while the stories themselves have an exotic quality, 
lacking the sly humor so often characterizing tales from less intense peoples. The sever- 
el nationalities that merge into the people of Haiti are curiously blended and contrasted 
in this one expression of their emotional life:- gaity and poise, black magic and voodoo, 
product of French, Spanish and African- at one and the same time. Interesting and fresh 
material for story tellers. The illustrator, Angelo di Benedetto, has lived in Haiti and 
the bold line drawings have some of the quality of the stories. (Cloth) (Publ.) 
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Krauss, Ruth Henry Schuman 


THE BIG WORLD AND THE LITTLE HOUSE $2.00 


This is a book with a purpose - but not too emphatically that to lose out as a 
quite charming story of how a family brought a house back to life. At the start of the 
story- told in pictures by Marc Simont and expanded captions by Ruth Krauss - the little 
house is neglected, tumbledown, the prey of storm and loneliness. The pictures express 
this dismal quality. Then comes a family, three generations and pets as well- and the 
house begins to take on life, and at the end becomes a home rather than just a shell of 
& house - a part of its surroundings- and, through radio and television and telephone, 4 
part of the world. It is this phase that doesn’t quite come true to the adult reader, 
who realizes that the contribution is a receptive one, not a contributing one- and the 
family remains identified with the house rather than the world. But this doesn't much 
matter in a book which has its own story. Board. (11/14) 


Fuller, Muriel-éd. Nelson 
FAVORITE OLD FAIRY TALES $2.00 


These are fairy tales off the beaten track. There's Dickens’ Vagic Fishbone, 
George MacDonald's Princess Daylight; there is a German fairy tale of not so long ago, 
there are nine stories of “Sophie May”, written some three generations ago and favorites 
then. A very personal kind of selection of beloved stories of earlier generations, full 
of the enchantment of the moral tale, but there's good story telling, for bedtime reading 
and library story hours. Classic fairy tale type of line illustrations by Margaret Ayer, 
for good, wholesome, unfrightening tales. (Publ.) 


Jackson, Kathryn & Byron Simon & Schuster 
LITTLE GALOSHES $.25 


An original story by the authors of the popular Cowboys and Indians and farm 
Storzes and other volumes in the Golden Books, large and small. Somewhat slow motion ac- 
tion, fitting almost better into Picture Story Books though the text must be read to get 
over the idea that the small boy was known to his animal and barnyard friends by his 
galoshes in winter, his bare toes in summer. He has a salutary experience when he slips 
out one day without the galoshes, and finds himself unrecognized and apparently friendless. 
Stylized and unprepossessing colored illustrations by J.P. Miller. (Apparently this small 
book arouses violent likes and dislikes- so watch it.) (Publ.) 


Webb, Clifford Warne 
THE STORY OF NOAH $2.50 


* Now that the E. Boyd Smith Voch’s drk seems difficult to find, this very origi- 
nal amplificatiam of the familiar story for small children may well take its place. The 
solemnity ot tne Bible story disappears in highly modernized retelling of the story with 
Mrs. Noah wondering about getting a new umbrella- and making doughouts in the ark kitchen, 
and Mr. Noah warning against a second helping of oatmeal as the supplies run low. The 
best of the book are the twenty pages of animals, two by two - colorful and appealing 
pictures- and the humorous line drawings throughout. Cloth with paper pastedown. A 
sturdy reliable for years to come. (Publ.) 


EASY READING 


Barr, Jene Whitman 
Kurt Wiese- ///. LITTLE PRAIRIE DOG & LITTLE CIRCUS DOG ea. $1.00 


Companion volumes for quite dissimilar stories,- the one about a prairie dog 
that wanders from his burrow home and encounters a farm dog; the other about a tiny circus 
dog, Trixie, that manages to get the spotlight as a heroine. This book will be the more 
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popular of the two, with its successful conveying of the sights, the sounds and the smells 
of the big top. The texts are checked for vocabulary against the Rinsland word list and 
are intended for beginning readers. There's enough story interest along with pictures 

on every page to hold the first and second graders. Cloth-paper pastedown. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- Fiction 


Strong, Joanna & Leonard, Tom B. Hart 
A TREASURY OF HERO STORIES $2.00 


A homely, rather old-fashioned collection of stories that are divided into three 
sections: - heroes and heroines of ancient days, featuring such people as David and Goliath, 
Androcles, Horatius at the bridge; American heroes and heroines, ranging from Washington 
and Daniel Boone to Harriet Tubman and Booker T. Washington; heroes and heroines of many 
lands, including Robin Hood, Sun Yat Sen and David Livingstone. There are legendary stor- 
ies (some of doubtful validity such as the famous boy who saved Holland by putting his 
finger in the dyke). Useful for that difficult to locate character about which a school 
assignment has been given. Somewhat oversimplified style..... New type of book from Hart- 


cloth bound- large type. (Publ.) 


Nelson 


Credle, Ellis 
HERE COMES THE SHOWBOAT $2.50 

* Lively story of a brother and sister who live in the swampy low country of North 
Carolina. The story of how the children make up words of their own to an old folk melody 
to enter in a showboat contest- of the visit of the conjure man- of the Negro cook and how 
he helped the children build their song- all afford amusement, entertainment and consider- 
able information on the rhythms, cadences and composition of a song. This is one of the 
best books out of the south and dealing with the south that we've had for some time. And 
one of Fllis Credle's most successful books. The relationship between white children and 
Negro servants is kept on just the right key. The story is fun. (Publ.) 


Nelson 


Crump, Irving- éd. 
BOYS' LIFE DOG STORIES $2.00 
A collection of 12 dog stories, from the files of Boys’ Life, including stories 
of scouts and their dogs, of dog heroes, etc. Some are sheer adventure; some are tear 
jerkers but still exciting reading. There are good old standbyes like Ernest Thompson 
Seton, Ralph Henry Barbour and Albert Payson Terhune, and the level of writing is high. 


A popular collection. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN-Non-ficttion 


Self, Margaret Cabell Barnes 
THE HORSEMAN'S COMPANION $3.00 


This from one horse lover to another is a friendly, chatty, intimate sort of 
book in which a famous riding teacher tells of her personal experiences with beloved pets, 
horses and ponies she has known, people who've sold them, people who've cared for them 
and trained them, riders - both novices and experts, and so on. Advice is generously in- 
terlarded on riding etiquette, buying a horse, trail riding, hunting, jumping. The pur- 
pose of the book is admirably achieved to give readers who love horses a more sensitive 
understanding, as well as further technical knowledge. A rare book, brimming over with 
the author's contagious love of her subject. Its content- plus her reputation insure a 
wide and continued sale and reading interest. Merchandise value enhanced by Wesley 


Dennis' pictures. (11/15) 
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Schneider, Herman & Nina Scott 
HOW YOUR BODY WORKS $2.50 














6 ** This is, perhaps, the best of the superior “Let's Find Out® series of first 
science books for children in an excellent physiology, carefully thought out and admirably 
presented. The first part of the book deals with the digestive processes, from taste to 
the distribution of food throughout the body, and its function in growth, heat and power. 
The second part deals with the senses, and the nervous system, the brain, the glands, the 
hormones - and what they contribute. Throughout, each phase is illustrated in terms the 
child can understand, and - as in all of the books in this series, there are experiments 
readily carried out with things around the home. Barbara Ivin's line drawings are just 
right for the text, clarifying, simplifying, dramatizing, without taking away from the 
focus. The Schneiders have succeeded in putting fairly intricate conceptions into simple, 
concrete terms, without ever writing down, or talking above their readers. The only other 
Physiology that has proved successful for junior readers is Dorothy Baruch’s Your Body 
and How It Works (Harper), which is definitely at an older level, and which might be re- f 
commended as supplementing this on the reproductive system which the authors have wisely : 
indicated as not needed for this age group. Sure to prove a standard stock item, and of 
immediate as well as long range value for schools and libraries. An important book, meet- 
ing a real need. (Publ.) 


Otto, Margaret & Stuart Wm. Sloane 
THE TRUCK BOOK $1.50 











This is an up-to-the-minute truck book for country as well as city children. 
There are some 45 types of trucks included (many I could not have identified, I confess). 
There are the trucks that contribute to city well-being (the “snow-go” or snow loader, 

the refuse truck, the fire department trucks); there are the trucks that ease the life of 
those remote from cities (the stake truck for market deliveries, the house-moving carryall, 
the chicken truck, etc.); there are the trucks that add pleasure, that contribute to 
health (the bookmobile, the service trucks, the ice cream truck, and so on). A concise 
descriptive text supplements the photographs,will answer the questions, and parents should 
be eternally grateful. Unfortunately, the book is not indexed. (Publ.) 













TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Fiction 






Warren, Billy McKay 
TONY GAY ON THE LONGHORN TRAIL $2.50 













Still another boy hits the cattle trail in the old west. Having joined up with 
an “outfit” in which appear all the usual assortment of cowboys, the good natured cook, 
the hard-bitten but really good-hearted trail boss, and so on. Tony determines to make 
good and proves himself a reliable hand despite his youth. Stampeding cattle, narrow es- 
capes at dangerous river crossings, a couple of tough hombres, stories and songs around 
the campfire on peaceful evenings make familiar reading to the boys who have read a few 
western cattle trail stories. The illustrations by the author are as mediocre as the i 
story itself. The author is always there between reader and characters. With the super- ; 
res 15 ete stories this season, this could be by-passed unless you must have yet another. 
Publ. 












TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Non-fiction 










Nelson 
STRIKE UP THE BAND $2.00 






Graham, Alberta Powell 










* A book of biographies of band leaders who have risen to the top of the jazz 
world - some 35 of them. In most instances, one or two episodes of childhood, largely be- 
cause of some relationship to his musical career, start off the stories. Setbacks, diff- 












November 1, 1949 12 to 15-Non-fiction cont'd. -606- 


iculties and the circumstances under which they became famous are followed by details of 
life as successful musicians to complete the biographical pattern. To many American young 
people these men are idols. The number of suits, ties and shoes may be a matter of passion- 
ate interest to the fans. They are familiar with the playing styles, the variations on 
compositions, the details of home life- or think they are. This book will feed this ap- 
petite. If the writing at times seems awkward, it is perhaps because the author has tried 
to avoid the cliches of publicity agents and to stick to reporting. A book for teen agers 
who might sidetrack other types of books. (Publ.) 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS ~— Fiction 


Posselt, Eric- é£d. Ziff -Davis 
WORLD'S GREATEST CHRISTMAS STORIES $3.50 


This is a cross section of stories from world literature, rather than the al- 
ready extensively explored literature in English. Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, 
Czechoslovakie, Denmark, England, Finland, France, Germany, Holland, Hungary, Ireland, 
Italy, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Yugoslavia - these are the 
®muntries outside the United States from whose literature stories have been chosen. Some 
are religious, some mystical, some have folk flavor, some have regional value, some are 
old, some modern. But throughout the quality of story telling is high. (Full report 
P, 591) (Publ.) 


Non-Fiction 


Beck, Lester F. Harcourt, Brace 
HUMAN GROWTH $2.00 


* This could be used for the early teens- so doublelist it for 12-15 as a simple, 
straightforward account of the story of human birth, adolescence and maturity. Adapted 
from the film /uman Growth, that has been shown to hundreds of school and parent groups 
the country over, the book retains the same direct, unemotional approach that made the 
film an outstanding success with both young people and adults. Essential facts are ex- 
Plained with a minimum of medical terms. The illustrations are admirably clear without 
being so literal as to shock an oversensitive adolescent. The question and answer sec- 
tions round out the subject in an informal way. Definitely recommended. 


Webster's GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY Merriman-Webster 
Pre-publ . -$7;Post-publ . -$8. 50 





A new reference tool, in easily accessible form, thumb-notch indexed- a supple- 
ment to the new Rand McNally atlas for all schools and libraries. Here are 40,000 geo- 
graphical names, 177 maps, 126 titles of important data such as mountain ranges, parks, 
monuments; a guide to pronunciation; foreign language equivalents of English geographical 
terms-1552 pages overall. Selection of geographical proper names meeting needs of general 
user, conoise geographical information, etc. (Full report P. 594) (11/14) 











BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Ziman, Dr. Edmund | A. A. Wyn 
JEALOUSY IN CHILDREN $2.75 





Realistic, practical and not too explicitly psychiatric a presentation of jealousy, 
which exists in almost every family. Believing that permissiveness and gentleness rather 
than punishment will achieve security, Dr. Ziman shows the ways in which parents stimulate- 
or lessen- jealousy among children; he indicates its causes, its varied ways of manifesta- 
tion. First book length handling of an omnipresent problem. Should be of interest to 
parents and teachers. (For full report see P. 594) (11/7) 





